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Children and Dogs
Teaching manners for a safe environment
Getting a family pet is a big decision, especially if you have small children.  Having a pet can help teach children responsibility, patience, and compassion.  Although it is wonderful to involve children in the care of your new family member, it is very important to remember that the adults in the family should assume the overall responsibility of the pet for the safety of your furry friend as well as the safety of the family.  Children often have difficulty managing on their own the day to day responsibilities of caring for a pet, such as feeding, grooming, exercising, training, and maintenance.  Just as they say it takes a village to raise a child, it takes a whole family to raise a dog, and the new parents should ensure that everyone is ready to do their part.
When bringing a new dog or puppy home it is important to…
· Have a family meeting to go over the rules and daily schedule for the new puppy or dog so that everyone is on the same page.  This meeting will ensure consistency by everyone when handling the new family pet; this means you too Mom and Dad!
· Establish a special place where the dog or puppy can go to have alone time.  This could be a bed, a crate, or a reserved spot in a room which the children know to respect as puppy’s safe zone and where they will leave him in peace when he retreats to that area.  The safe zone should be introduced to the puppy or dog in the first few days at the house.  Allow the dog to have quiet time in that area, with no interaction from the family, so they can become accustomed to the new environment.  This might be a good time for the kids to go outside and play so that they are distracted.
Safety tips with children and dogs-

· Never leave a young child alone with any animal.  Even the most well trained dog can misinterpret erratic behaviors of a small child and act on instinct to protect themselves.
· Teach children the proper way to approach and greet a dog.  Instruct children to approach the dog slowly, allowing the dog to come to them.  Children should pet the dog on the back or under the chin, never reaching over the dog’s head.  Avoid hugging any dog around the neck; this may be viewed as a threatening gesture to the dog, which may cause them to feel the need to protect themselves.
· Always supervise children when playing with dogs and puppies.  Advise younger children to not grab or pull on dogs.  In addition, older children should never tease the dog, since this may lead to the dog exhibiting defensive behavior in the future when children are present.  It is very important to supervise larger dogs that may accidentally knock small children down when playing, not realizing their size, and puppies who may inadvertently mouth children in play with sharp puppy teeth.  It’s a good idea for the children to be ready with an appropriate toy for the dog or puppy to play with. This helps to redirect the animal to put their mouth on the toy and not the child.
· Teach the puppy or dog, in a positive way, their role in the family.  Start by having the children give the dog or puppy his daily meal and asking the animal to sit and wait before the child will place the food on the floor.  Once the dog has obeyed, place the food on the floor promptly and walk away.  Involve the children in positive training by offering lots of treats for the desired behavior from your dog.  Never have the children punish, scold, or hit the dog.  This may cause the dog or puppy to associate negative responses with the children, which over time may escalate to unwanted or dangerous behavior. 
