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Safety factors to consider before purchasing: 

- Size of dog- it is important to pair the right size toy with the size of your dog for safety and functionality. Any toy or bone should not fit entirely in the dog’s mouth; if it does it is too small. Your dog should also be able to carry the toy; if it can’t it is too big and the dog may not be able to interact with the toy properly.

-Type of chewer- depending on the personality of your dog they can be classified into 3 categories; aggressive chewer, average chewer, or light chewer. Knowing this helps find toys of appropriate durability for the safety of the dog. Example: stuffed toys would not be acceptable for aggressive or even average chewers as they will destroy the toy exposing unsafe indigestible material. A Kong toy would be a more appropriate choice due to the durability and versatility of their products. 
-Activity level of dog- based on breed and personality the activity level of each dog is very different. Highly active dogs need more durable and mentally stimulating toys. Example: A tennis ball would be great for a high energy retriever to encourage running and exercise; or a Kong Product for an intelligent energetic terrier to entice them to figure out how to get the treat inside. Mellower dogs can have a broader spectrum of toys depending on the activities they like to do such as: fetch, chew, cuddle with a toy, or just figure out what is inside! Example: An easy-going mastiff could have a big stuffed toy to sleep and cuddle with (with any tags or button eyes removed for safety); or a quiet older lab could have a rope toy to chew on whenever he pleased.
-Supervision level- your dogs level of supervision can help determine the toys that your dog can have at any given time. Some toys for the safety of the dog need to be taken away while no one is monitoring their use. Toys that have been observed “indestructible” over time can be safely left with the dog when not supervised, but still should be checked, periodically, for durability.
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Safe toy suggestions:
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  Kong products- offer very durable toys that are versatile for the aggressive chewers and mentally stimulating toys for early puppy teething.
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Rope toys- are good for tossing and fetching, and can be an appropriate chewing toy if monitored for sturdiness of rope.
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Tennis or rubber balls- if properly fit to the size of your dog to prevent choking, ball toys can be a great source of exercise when playing fetch.
Why Toys are beneficial:
Toys, most importantly, promote interaction between you and your dog which aids in the bonding and socialization process. They also provide an outlet for your dog or puppy’s energy. Some toys provide mental stimulation which is helpful in redirecting your pet’s attention to positive activities and not destructive ones; a bored puppy can be a puppy that looks for trouble! Toys can be used in training, such as teaching dogs and puppies to retrieve them and release the on command. These activities promote a healthy stimulated mind for your dog. The number one thing to remember regarding toys and playtime is that a busy and exercised dog contributes to happy relationship between pet and owner!

