How Does Your Pet’s Mouth Look?

Dental disease is a silent process that may cause many other illnesses, including kidney, heart, and blood infections.  It is the most common, the most diagnosed, and the most often recognized health problem seen in dogs and cats.  85% of dogs over 3 years old and at least 50% of cats have advanced dental disease that requires immediate professional treatment.  The best way for you to know if your pet is suffering from dental disease is to look.  How?  Gently lift their lip and examine their teeth.  We have provided a few pictures so that you can easily assess the health of your pet’s mouth.  And remember, the leading sign of severe dental disease is bad breath.  Dogs and cats should not have a disagreeable mouth odor.  If your pet’s mouth has an unpleasant odor, it is a sure sign of problems.
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	Stage 1                                 

Here is a healthy mouth with normal bacteria, sound gums, and minimal plaque buildup.  Daily tooth brushing at home and non-anesthetic dental procedures performed every 6-12 months will keep this pet’s mouth free of disease!
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	Stage 2

In the beginning stages of dental disease, you can see the inflammation of the gum tissue caused by bacterial buildup.  While the teeth appear somewhat healthy, the health of the mouth is starting to decline.  Regularly scheduled non-anesthetic dental procedures done every 3-6 months can return this mouth to a stage 1 mouth.
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	Stage 3

This image shows an unhealthy oral cavity with unfavorable bacteria, gum ulcerations, receding gums and plaque buildup.  Some tooth loss is probable.  This condition may be painful.  This mouth must be addressed with an anesthetic dental cleaning, digital dental X-rays and possible extractions.  Follow up care with daily tooth brushing and regularly scheduled non-anesthetic dentals are recommended.
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	Stage 4

This mouth is full of pus, bacteria, and disease.  The teeth are falling out and the gums are severely inflamed and infected.  The roots are infected and exposed.  Tooth loss is imminent.  This condition is almost certainly painful.  Antibiotics and an anesthetic dental with digital dental X-rays and multiple extractions would be necessary to treat this mouth.  With treatment and aggressive follow up care this mouth can be returned to a healthy pain free mouth.
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